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Situation in southern Gaza
‘horrific and apocalpytic’: WFP

© WFP/Ali Jadallah | Thousands of Gazan families are evacuating Rafah City after Israeli airstrikes.

31 May 2024 Humanitarian Aid

Aid corridors in southern Gaza must be fully opened to allow the
entry of food, fuel and other desperately needed relief items, a
senior official with the World Food Programme (WFP) said on
Friday.

Matthew Hollingsworth, WFP  Country Director in Palestine, warned that
with limited access to the south “we will no doubt see what we saw happen
in the north in the first months of the war”.
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Mr. Hollingsworth recently spent 10 days in Gaza.  Speaking from
Jerusalem, he told journalists in New York that people in the enclave “really
are at their wits’ end”.

UN News | Matthew Hollingworth, World Food Program (WFP) Country Director in Palestine

A horrific 'exodus'

He said the “exodus” from Rafah over the past 20 days “has been an
awesome and horrific experience for many, many people." Most have been
displaced several times over and had thought they would be staying in a
safe area for the remainder of the war.

They have fled to areas where clean water, medical supplies and support
are insufficient, food supply is limited, and telecommunications have
stopped.

“Public health concerns are beyond crisis levels” and “the sounds, the
smells, the everyday life, are horrific and apocalyptic”, he said

 “People sleep to the sounds of bombing, they sleep to the sounds of
drones, they sleep to the sounds of war as now tanks roll into parts of
central Rafah, which is only kilometres away. And they wake to the same
sounds."
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Immense needs

Meanwhile, humanitarians have seen ever-decreasing amounts of
assistance coming in, and WFP bakeries in Rafah have closed due to lack
of fuel and supplies.

He said that from 7 to 20 May, "not a single WFP truck crossed from the
southern corridors from Egypt into Rafah". 

The UN agency has been unable to access its main warehouse in the south
because it was in an evacuation zone, and the 2,700 tonnes of food inside
were either looted or destroyed in the fighting.

“We are living and working precariously in the south,” he said, adding that
some aid partners are able to provide hot meals in Rafah.

“We serve around 27,000 people right now, but that's not enough in Rafah
itself, and we’re trying desperately hard to gear up to support people in the
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central areas, in Al Mawasi in particular, where almost a million people have
fled to in this great exodus.”

WFP and partners are able to provide roughly 400,000 hot meals a day to
people in the Middle Area of Gaza, but again supplies are limited.

Situation in the north

Mr. Hollingsworth also addressed the situation in north Gaza, which he said
has improved following the opening of two crossings. UN agencies had
previously warned of looming famine in the region.

“We're actually seeing the results of what can happen when there is a will to
enable sufficient levels of aid,” he said.

Roughly 12,000 tonnes of inter-agency aid, mostly food, have entered since
1 May, “and the north looks very different because of it.”

The WFP official stressed the need for a ceasefire and the release of all
hostages, noting that previous calls have gone unheard.

“We are tired. People are tired. We desperately need to start helping people
go beyond this day-to-day existence and scraping for an existence," he said.
"And to do that, there has to be a ceasefire."

 

♦ Receive daily updates directly in your inbox - Subscribe here to a
topic.

♦ Download the UN News app for your iOS or Android devices.

 

Donate to the humanitarian response in Gaza
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6/6/24, 9:30 AM Situation in southern Gaza ‘horrific and apocalpytic’: WFP | UN News

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1150536 5/8

https://news.un.org/en/content/un-newsletter-subscribe?utm_source=UN%20News&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=un_news_newsletter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/un-news-reader/id496893005?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.un.mobile.news&hl=en
https://www.un.org/en/situation-in-occupied-palestine-and-israel/donate
https://news.un.org/en/tags/gaza


NEWS TRACKER: PAST STORIES ON THIS ISSUE

RELATED STORIES

Gaza: Children are starving amid persistent aid
access obstacles, warn UN agencies

Gaza crisis: Starvation must never be allowed
to happen, says UN rights chief

Humanitarian ceasefire only way to end Gaza
‘nightmare’: Guterres

6/6/24, 9:30 AM Situation in southern Gaza ‘horrific and apocalpytic’: WFP | UN News

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1150536 6/8

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1150486
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1150486
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1150486
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1150486
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145047
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145047
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145047
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145047
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145067
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145067
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145067
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1145067


Gaza: Children are starving amid persistent aid
access obstacles, warn UN agencies

31 May 2024 Peace and Security

Far too little aid is reaching people in Gaza to the extent that children are
now starving, UN humanitarians said on Friday, in a renewed appeal to
Israel to respect international law regarding the safe passage of lifesaving
relief in the war-shattered enclave.
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